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                                                       MEDIA ADVISORY

SECOND SESSION OF THE AFRICAN UNION CONFERENCE 

OF MINISTERS OF SPORT

THEME:   HARMONISING AND COORDINATING SPORT POLICIES 

FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

INVITATION TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MEDIA

WHEN

10 – 14 October 2008





The Conference will be organized in two phases:

`a) AU Member States’ Expert meeting from 

10-12 October 2008

b) AU Ministerial Meeting from 

13-14 October 2008
WHERE


Accra, Republic of Ghana 

WHO
Department of Social Affairs of the African Union Commission (AUC), hosted by the Ghanaian Government

WHY :                    

The African Union strives to achieve greater unity and solidarity between the countries and people of Africa and to promote their economic and social advancement. Sport can become a social phenomenon within the cultural, social, economic and political lives of peoples of the Continent, and it could play a meaningful role in promoting unity, solidarity, economic and social development. Sport is widely recognised as one of the key domains in which African countries have made their mark by rising above the constraints of poverty and discord. Not only has Africa become respected for the brilliant performances of her athletes, but also for displaying in truly honourable ways the intrinsic African values of dignity, integrity, tolerance, solidarity, generosity and respect for the individual. Africa has indeed made great contributions to the culture in which sport is practiced worldwide today.
Objectives:  - 

This Second Session of the AU Conference of Ministers of Sport will galvanise the harmonization of sport programmes and activities on a Continental basis, in pursuit of using sport as a factor for integration, development and peace. In particular, implementation of the decisions of the First Session will be reported on, such as presentation of the Draft Sport Policy Framework for Africa, for African Sport to claim its rightful place in social and economic development on the Continent.

The Second Session of the AU Conference of Ministers of Sport aims to:

· To promote participation and excellence, build capacity and promote ethics and values for sport in Africa;

· Address the status of sport in Member States, actions undertaken to popularize the International Year of African Football (2007) and implementation of the “Quick Wins” to have the IYoAF 2007 roll over into dedicated support and preparations for the 2010 FIFA World Cup;

· Brainstorm on the Draft Sport Policy Framework for Africa, which will also contain guidelines for implementation by Member States;

· Assess the progress on the implementation on the Restructuring of the Supreme Council for Sport in Africa (SCSA);
· Brief on the AUC Sport Programme for 2009, preparations for the 2010 FIFA World Cup by South Africa, the 2010 FIFA World Cup Africa Legacy Project and on activities undertaken by the Confederation of African Football regarding the International Year of African Football 2007;

· To integrate sports into national cultures by encouraging lifelong participation;
· To maximize the economic potential of sports and to create career opportunities;
· To assist in the formulation of strategies and programmes for the development and effective management of sports;
· To promote active participation by stakeholders in sport and recreation activities, with special emphasis on women, children and persons with disabilities.

Expected outcomes: 

This Second Session of the AU Conference Ministers in Charge of Sport is expected to be just as highly interactive and constructive and the First Session in view of the items to be discussed, and directives to be offered for future coordination and mainstreaming of issues related to sport in the service of social and economic development and integration, peace and security on the Continent.

Participants:

Participants will include: Ministers of Sport and Experts/Officials from AU 
Member States, AU Commission, AU Organs, International and Continental Sport Organisations, International Organisations and Agencies and Regional Economic Communities.
Background:

The First Session of the AU Conference of Ministers of Sport took place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 4-6 June 2007, pursuant to the January 2007 Decision of the AU Assembly (Doc.Assembly/AU/2 (VII). The Conference adopted the Addis Ababa Declaration of the 1st Session of the AU Conference of Ministers of Sport, which, among others, called upon the Commission, in collaboration with Member States, to:

· Draft the AU Sport Policy Framework (and Programme of Action)

· Plan, oversee and collaborate with South Africa in support of the African Legacy Programme for the 2010 FIFA World Cup Establish a Committee
a) to study options and possibilities on how to restructure the Supreme Council for Sport in Africa (SCSA) and

b) to prepare a harmonised regime (MoU) on strengthening of relations between African Governments, National Sport Movements and International Sport Federations.

Upon approval of the Report of the First Session of the AU Conference of Ministers of Sport, the Executive Council decision EX.CL/353 (XI) of 2007, requested for, among others, the institutionalization of the African Union Conference of Ministers in Charge of Sport, in line with the decision on the Specialized Technical Committees, and for the development of the Sport Policy Framework for Africa.

Subsequently, the 2nd Session of the Conference of Ministers in Charge of Sport is being organized by the Commission, will be hosted by the Republic of Ghana, and take place in Accra from 10-14 October 2008.
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